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Someone once said, the mediocre teacher tells, the good teacher explains, the superior teacher demonstrates, the great teacher inspires. I want to be a great teacher that inspires my students to achieve all that they can. I want to encourage them to try everything and to never think that they can’t do something without trying first. I want to be a teacher because I want to change lives. Many people begin their career because they will make a lot of money. I believe this is the wrong reason to choose a job. Money is not everything, and I want to be a teacher because of the satisfaction I will get from helping students grow.

Life

I believe that my life experiences will guide me in my teaching. I believe very strongly in God and that he is above each and every one of us. I know that this cannot be brought up in the classroom as a topic or discussion; however, he will always be a part of my life and influence the things that I do and teach. I have also had the opportunity to work in a wide range of classrooms in a daycare setting and I believe that being in those settings has helped me understand that you can’t teach every student the same or treat them the same. Each and every student is his or her own person and deserves to be treated as such. I also believe that every child is capable of achieving goals as long as you support them and believe in them. Everyone just wants someone to believe in him or her, myself included. 

Classroom

While in my classroom, I must know what to teach as well as what is the best way to present it, in order to be effective. I must know my students and know what they do and don’t know when they enter my classroom. I believe that it is important for students to relate what they are studying to what is going on in the world around them. I believe that it is important that I am able to teach material in a variety or ways. This could include class discussion, group activities, individual activities, etc. I believe that all students learn differently and at different rates and if I am going to reach all of them I must figure out how each student learns the best. I believe that all students are capable of learning and are able to contribute to the classroom environment whether it is with their insights about the subject or asking questions to further their learning. I believe that most of a child’s learning takes place while they are motivated and interested in the subject. I find it crucial that the students be interested in what I am teaching. 

Respect

I feel that in order to earn respect you must respect others. I feel that I should respect my students and make myself available during and outside of class for questions. I do not feel that learning begins when entering the classroom and ends when leaving. I want to be available to my students for conferences or extra help when needed. 

Behavior

I feel that positive reinforcement for appropriate behavior is very appropriate and effective. This can be done in the form of a statement such as "I appreciate the way you got to work on your assignment so quickly". This communicates to students that not just negative behaviors are noticed and given attention. I have worked with many different children in a wide range of ages and have found that all students like to be complimented and to have others look at them to know what to do. While working in daycare I have noticed that many children work more efficiently if they have a goal to reach or if they know they are going to receive praise.

Conclusion

My philosophy has been shaped by experiences within my own life, education, and working in daycare. As I enter the profession of education, my philosophy will most likely evolve somewhat as I grow and gain experiences as a teacher in the classroom. However, the foundations of my educational philosophy will continue to guide me in the way in which I interact with students and teach within my classroom. I want all of my students to know that I do indeed care not only about their schoolwork but also them as individuals. I want each of my students to achieve everything to the best of their ability with my help and support. I know that some of my students will need that extra push and that extra boost of confidence and I want to be able to provide that for them. I am fully aware that problems will arise and there will be times when my students are confused. However, if we all work together and communicate we will all be successful.
